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RESEARCH MEMORANDUM 


IGNITION-DELAY CHARACTERISTICS IN MODIFIED OPEN-CUP 


APPARATUS OF SEVERAL FUELS WITH NITRIC ACID OXIDANTS 


WITHIN TEMPERATURE RANGE 70° TO -105^ F 


By Riley 0. Miller 


SUMMARY 


Ignition-delay characteristics of approximately 90 fuel-oxidant 
combinations vere deteimined in a modified open-cup apparatus at -40^ F 
Combinations considered worthy of further study were investigated at 
temperatures in the range 70^ to -105^ F. Freezing temperatures of 
acids were determined as well as viscosities of several fuels at 
moderate and low temperatures. 

At -40^ F, several blends of aromatic amines with triethylamine 
show promise as ignitor fuels with mixed acid (nitric acid plus sul- 
furic acid) and red fuming nitric acid, and some of these fuels may be 
useful also with white fuming nitric acid. 

Several blends of aromatic amines in triethylamine were found to 
be fluid at -105^ F and red fuming nitric acid containing approximately 
3 percent water and 19 percent nitrogen tetroxide was found to freeze 
at approximately -87° F. With this acid, 30 percent by volume blends 
of o-toluidine, aniline, and xylidines, respectively, in triethylamine 
showed desirable ignition characteristics at -76° F, specified maximum 
freezing temperature for military aviation fuels. With this red fuming 
nitric acid supercooled to -105° F, 30 percent by volume o-toluidine 
in triethylamine showed the most consistent ignitibility. 


The tactical application of rocket power plants may be considerably 
extended when fuel-oxidant combinations are available that are fluid 
and self -igniting at very low temperature. A primaiy use for these 
fuel-oxidant combinations will be in booster rockets for aircraft fly- 
ing at high altitudes because repeated starts will be required and each 
start must be quick and reliable. Reliable low-temperature starts will 
be required also of air-to-air and air-to-surface rocket missiles, and 
rockets used under arctic conditions. 
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For economic and logistic reasons, nitric acid oxidants are favored 
for rocket applications in which propellants are to be stored several 
months. Mixed acid (nitric acid plus sulfuric acid), red f ilmi ng nitric 
acid (nitric acid plus nitrogen tetroxide), and white fuming nitric acid 
have been used for this purpose. Eecent investigations (references 1 
to 3) have shown that several fuels will ignite with mixed acid at tem- 
peratures of -40° C and lower. Mixed acid, however, has the disadvan- 
tage of possible sludge formation during storage (reference 4); other 
types of nitric acid may therefore be preferred. Data of reference 3 
and recent experiments at this laboratory, however, have shown that 
certain fuels which ignite with mixed acid at -40° F do not ignite 
satisfactorily with other acids at this temperature. A further investi- 
gation of ignitor fuels for use with several types of acid at -40° F 
was therefore in order. 

The temperature -40° F has been used by several investigators as a 
standard low temperature for ignition-delay experiments and may be low 
enough as a minimum starting temperature for certain rocket applica- 
tions. Lower temperatures, however, have been specified for military 
aircraft fuels and equipment. The freezing temperature for military 
aviation gasolines and jet-propulsion fuels is currently specified in 
references 5 and 6 to be not higher than -76° F (-60° C), and a minimum 
design temperature of -103° F (-75° C) is recommended in reference 7 
because of very low temperatures occiirring at high altitude in tropical 
regions. A need for investigation of fluid properties and ignition 
characteristics of fuel-oxidant combinations at temperatures at least 
as low as -76° F was apparent. 

The investigation, described herein, was conducted at the NACA 
Lewis laboratory: (a) to select fuels which are fluid at low tempera- 

tures and will ignite at -40° F with mixed, red fuming, and white fuming 
nitric acids; and (b) to select a nitric acid oxidant which has a final 
freezing temperature that is lower than -76° F and will ignite several 
low viscosity fuels at -76° F and lower. Fuels were investigated with a 
view toward their utility either as rocket propellants or as ignitor 
fluids to Initiate combustion of hydrocarbon fuels with an acid oxidant 
which could be used as a propellant in either case. 

The viscosities of 24 fuels, the approximate freezing temperat\ires 
of 16 acids, and the ignition-delay characteristics for 93 fuel-oxidant 
combinations are presented herein. Ignition-delay data were obtained in 
a modified open-cup apparatus s im ilar to that described in reference 2 
except that improved instriimentatlon was incorporated. 


Q lUp;, 


2361 


NACA EM E51J11 


COKFIDEETIAL 


3 


OXIDANTS AND FUELS 
Oxidants 

Several mixed^ red fuming^ and white funning nitric acids were 
investigated. The approximate freezing temperatures^ compositions^ and 
histories of these oxidant acids are presented in table I. 

A code system is used herein to designate the several acids. The 
letters of the code symbol indicate the type of acid^ that is: MA, 

mixed acid; EFNA^ red fuming nitric acid; WFNA^ white fuming nitric 
acid. The first number in the symbol always indicates the approximate 
percentage of water and the second number (when used) indicates the 
approximate percentage of either sulfuric acid in mixed acid or nitrogen 
tetroxide in red fuming nitric acid. Thus the symbol MA-2-17 designates 
a mixed acid with 2 percent water and 17 percent by weight sulfuric 
acid; RFNA-3-19^ a red fuming nitric acid with approximately 3 percent 
water and 19 percent nitrogen tetroxide; and WFNA-7, a white fuming 
nitric acid with 7 percent water. Several special white fuming nitric 
acids containing other additives were also used. For these acids, the 
percentage of additive, indicated by a number, and the chemical symbol 
of the additive are given in parentheses following the basic symbol; 
thus, WFNA-8(6-KN03) is a white fuming nitric acid containing 8 percent 
water and 6 percent potassium nitrate. Three lots of red fuming nitric 
acid containing 2.2 to 3.0 percent water were designated EFNA-3-19 and 
the lot is indicated in severaj. instances as lot a, b, or c, respec- 
tively. 


Fuels 

In most of this investigation fuels were used that were blends of 
aromatic amines in triethylamine. Data were also obtained using blended 
or unblended furan compounds, mercaptans, various unsaturated compounds, 
and hydrazine hydrate. The purpose of blending was (a) to produce 
fuels which were more fluid than the active component alone; and (b) to 
investigate further the possibility of producing blends with desirable 
ignition characteristics, inasmuch as certain blended fuels have been 
shown to ignite more satisfactorily than the parent constituents 
(references 2, 3, and 8). 

The Shell Development Company supplied the following compounds: 
allyl glycidyl ether, 2-methylpentadiene, 2,2,4,6-tetramethyldihydro- 
pyridine, 3-mercapto-l-propanol; they also furnished physical-chemical 
data. The mixed butyl mercaptans and N,N-diallylaniline were supplied 
by the California Research Corporation through an arrangement with the 
Bureau of Aeronautics, U. S. Navy. 
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PROCEDUEE AND APPARATUS 

The experimental work may he divided into two phases, (a) measure- 
ment of physical and chemical properties of propellants, and (hj meas- 
urement of ignition delays of fuel-oxidant combinations. 


Measurement of Physical and Chemical Properties 

Analysis of acids . - Red fuming, white fuming, and anhydrous nitric 
acids were analyzed according to the method of reference 9. Sulfuric 
acid in mixed acid was determined as barium sulfate. The compositions 
of several acids were calculated from the quantities of material added 
to the acid and notation has been made in such cases (see table l) . 

Freezing temperatures of acids . - Approxiinate freezing temperatiires 
of acids were obtained by first freezing 20 milliliters of the acid in 
a thick walled 1- by 8-inch test tube, and then slowly warming the acid 
and noting the temperature at which cloudiness disappeared. A total- 
immersion toluene thermometer was used to measure temperatiires and was 
calibrated under the conditions of the experiment with a standard iron- 
constantan thermocouple. 

Viscosities of fuels . - Viscosities of fuels were obtained by a 
modified Ostwald viscosimeter according to the method of reference 10. 
Viscosities for most of the fuels were determined at -40^ F and viscosi- 
ties for several fuels showing desirable ignition characteristics were 
also determined at 77^ F and at temperatures between -103^ and -113^ F. 


Measurement of Ignition Delay 

Apparatus and method . - Except for improvements in instrumentation, 
the apparatus, which is shown in figure 1, is the same as that described 
in reference 2. The function of the apparatus was to bring the fuel 
and oxidant into contact with each other at a desired initial tempera- 
ture and to measure the time interval between the start of mutual con- 
tact and the first appearance of flame. This time interval was defined 
as the ignition -delay interval. One milliliter of the fuel was con- 
tained in a small pyrex glass ampule submerged in 3 milliliters of the 
acid oxidant in a 1- by 8-inch pyrex ignition-type test tube. Both the 
fuel and oxidant were cooled to a desired temperature by submersing the 
test tube in a constant -temperature bath contained in a clear-glass 
Dewar cylinder. The fuel ampule was broken by a stainless-steel rod 
that was struck by a falling weight. High-speed motion pictures (ref- 
erence 2) show that the ampule is broken and the fuel and oxidant con- 
tact each other within an interval of less than 2 milliseconds. The 
extent of mixing probably varies somewhat as a result of individual 
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differences in ampules and viscosities of propellants. The insulated 
weight closed an electric circuit which provided a starting signal for 
the timing instruments at the moment the ampule was "broken. 

Two types of Instrument actuated by light emission were used 
simultaneously to measure the delay interval. Instantaneous indica- 
tions were obtained from an electronic timer started through a thyratron 
relay circuit triggered by the starting signal and stopped by an ampli- 
fied signal caused by light from the test tube striking a photocell. 
Continuous records of light emission against time were also obtained by 
means of a camera oscillograph. The recorded signal was a 2000-cycle- 
per-second carrier wave modulated by the output of a photocell. The 
start of the ignition-delay interval on the oscillograph record was 
indicated by a signal from an argon bulb near the photocell which was 
shorted out by a thyratron when the falling weight made electric con- 
tact with the rod. Another channel on the oscillograph was used to 
record the amplified, output of a microphone which was about 1 foot from 
the apparatus; an indication of pressure fluctuations during the reaction 
of the propellants was thus obtained simultaneously with the light 
emission record. 

IMless otherwise noted, the ignition data reported herein were 
obtained from the oscillograph records. The electronic counter was used 
to monitor and check the resiilts, and the microphone record also served 
as an auxiliary indication of the start of the ignition -delay interval 
and a secondary check on the start of ignition. 

Interpretation of records . - Illustrative examples of the oscillo- 
graph records from a series of experiments giving good reproducibility 
and a series giving wide variations are shown in figures 2 and 3, 
respectively. In figures 2(a) and 2(b) are shown light -emission and 
sound records, respectively, from four experiments with 30 percent 
aniline plus 70 percent triethylamlne and a red fuming nitric acid at 
-76° F. The vertical bars are timing marks, 10 milliseconds apart. 

The light-emission-record number 1 (fig. 2(a)), for example, is inter- 
preted as follows: The width of the carrier signal represents the 

intensity of light striking the photocell. The start of the ignition- 
delay interval is indicated at A by the sharp decay of the signal due 
to the extinguishing of the argon pilot light by the weight striking the 
rod. At B (25 milliseconds) the first of several short rapid flashes 
occurred but continuous flame did not start \mtil C (37 milliseconds). 
In the intervals D to E and F to G the photocell was saturated 
with strong light. The satirrated intervals are identified by the 
carrier signal being less than the ground level as in the interval 
between A and B. The records of experiments 2 and 4 were obtained 
with a different photoelectric pickup than those of experiments 1 and 3 
and the quality of the signal was less satisfactory. The Irregular 
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fluctuations during the first parts of records from experiments 2 and 4 
(fig. 2(a)) were attributed to microphonic pickup and were not defined 
as flashes. Flashes were Indicated hy very sharp short disturbances of 
the signal. 

The sound records obtained simultaneously are shown in figure 2(b). 
The validity of the start signal A of experiment 1 (fig. 2(a)) is con- 
firmed by the sound record (experiment 1, fig. 2(b)), which starts to 
become fuzzy (indicating noise) at the same instant A within an inter- 
val of the order of 1 millisecond. At C (fig. 2(b)), 37 milliseconds 
from the start of the noise, a strong pressure pulse is indicated by a 
dip in the sound record and corresponds to the start of the continuous 
interval of light emission (fig. 2(a)). The remainder of the sound 
record is difficult to interpret because signals from vibrations of the 
flame are probably mixed with those from mechanical vibrations of the 
hood in which the experiments were conducted. The ignition-delay inter- 
vals as determined by the electronic timer, the times of short flashes 
and the starts of continuous flames as indicated by the light-emission 
records (fig. 2(a)), and the first strong pressure pulse from sound 
records (fig. 2(b)) are shown in the following table; 


Experiment 

Ignition 
delay from 
electronic 
timer 

(milliseconds) 

Time of 
short flashes 
(milliseconds) 

Start of 
first con- 
tinuous flame 
(milliseconds) 

Start of 
first strong 
pressure 
pulse 

(milliseconds) 

1 

24 

25 

37 

37 

2 

34 

34 


34 



37 

37 


3 

38 

38 

38 

36 

4 

35 

35 





38 

38 

38 


The ignition-delay intervals as determined by the electronic counter 
varied from 24 to 38 milliseconds , because the coxmter was stopped during 
experiments 1, 2, and 4 by short flashes of light, instead of by the 
start of continuous flame. The starts of the continuous flames were in 
close agreement, varying between 37 and 38 milliseconds, and these data 
were accepted as the ignition-delay intervals. 
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Figure 3 shows oscillograph records for 30 percent xylidine plus 
70 percent triethylamine with red fuming nitric acid at -87^ F^ and 
represents a series of records which were more difficult to interpret 
than those in figure 2. The light -emission record of experiment 1 
shows short rapid flashes starting at B (ll4 milliseconds) and start 
of continuous flame at C (l28 milliseconds). The record of experi- 
ment 2 ^ however^ shows only a momentary weak flame at 0 and the 
gradual start of continuous flame at D (l75 milliseconds). The record 
of experiment 3 shows D to be the start of a series of weak flames 
with stronger flames occurring at E (330 milliseconds) and F 
(390 milliseconds). In record 3^ D was accepted as the start, of igni- 
tion because it indicates the start of a series of weak flames corre- 
sponding to the first strong continuous flame on record 2. Figure 3 
also shows unusually large deviations between the light -emission records 
and the sound records; the sound records were disregarded. Although 
occasionally, as in experiments 2 and 3 (fig. 3), selection of the 
ignition-delay interval was somewhat arbitrary, the numerical data in 
such instances nevertheless indicate trends. 

The data of figure 3 also illustrate the fact that ignition in some 
cases appears to be a periodic process. Variations in data may thus be 
a function of the fuel and oxidant used and the extent of mixing. The 
periodic process possibly may be affected also by surface conditions 
and trace impurities. 


RESULTS AKD DISCUSSION 

Fluid Properties of Fuels and Oxidants at Low Temperatiires 

The use of a liquid rocket propellant at low temperature may be 
limited by either freezing or excessive viscosity. 

Freezing temperature of acid oxidants . - Freezing, rather than 
viscosity, limits the fluidity of acid oxidants at low temperatures. 
Approximate freezing temperatures of most of the acids used in this 
investigation are presented in table I. Acids investigated which had 
freezing temperatures lower than -76° F were a mixed acid containing 
29 percent sulfuric acid (MA-0-29), red fuming nitric acids containing 
approximately 3 percent water and 16 and 19 percent nitrogen tetroxide 
(RFNA-3-16 and RFNA-3-19), a white fuming nitric acid containing 9 per- 
cent water (WFNA-9), and nitric acids containing 8 percent or more 
water and potassium nitrate or perchloric acid [wFNA- 8 ( 6 -KN 03 ), 

WFNA-9 ( 7 -HC 104 ^ ) , WFNA-ll( 4 -HC 104)3 . The acids also showed tendencies 
to supercool, and it was possible to obtain ignition-delay data with 
RFNA-3-19 at temperatures as low as -105° F. The tendency for these 
acids to supercool may constitute an emergency safety factor of 
practical importance. 
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Viscosities of fuels . - Kinematic -viscosity - temperature data 
within the range from 77*^ to -113° F for several aromatic amines, tri- 
ethylamine, and blends of aromatic amines with triethylamine are pre- 
sented in figure 4. The kinematic -viscosity and temperature scales are 
similar to those recommended by the A.S.T.M. for use with petroleum 
products. The data for each of the amine fuels are shown to fall close 
to a straight line, thereby following the relation (reference ll) 


log log (v + c) = A log T + B 


where 

V kinematic viscosity, centistokes 


T absolute temperature, °R 

c constant, ~ 0.6 to 0.75 

A,B constants, functions of fuel 

The blends of secondary and tertiary aromatic amines were more fluid 
(less viscous) at low temperatures than the corresponding blends of 
primary amines. Eight blends are shown in figure 4 to have kinematic 
viscosities less than 10 centistokes at -40° F and less than 500 centi- 
stokes at -105° F. 

The blends, apparently, are nonideal solutions. If the solutions 
were ideal, the kinematic viscosity for a blend could be calculated as 


V = 


(PaV 




X- 


•B 


A A 


where 


V V V 
^ A^ B 


kinematic viscosities of hlend^ component A^ and component B^ 
respectively^ centistokes 


PA^PB 


densities of components A and B^ respectively 


Xa;X ]3 mole fractions A and B^ respectively 


^A^^B volume fractions A and B^ respectively 

For several blends^ calculated and observed kinematic viscosities are 
shown in the following table: 
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Aromatic amine 

Percent aromatic 
amine in 
triethylamine 

Viscosity 
(centi stokes) 

70° F 

o 

o 

1 

Volume 

Mole 

Calcu- 

lated 

Observed 

Ratio, 

observed 

Calcu- 

lated 

Observed 

Ratio, 

observed 

calculated 

calculated 

Aniline 

50 

60 

0.96 

1.72 

1.8 





30 

40 

.72 

1.07 

1.5 







o-Toluidine 

50 

56 

.90 

1.57 

1.7 








30 

36 

.69 

1.01 

1.5 







N-Ethylaniline 

50 

53 

.79 

1.08 

1.4 

2.03 

7.40 

3.7 


30 

32 

.64 

.81 

1.3 

1.52 

3.40 

2.2 

N,N-Diethylaniline 

50 

47 

.74 

.98 

1.3 

1.84 

3.75 

2.0 


30 

27 

.62 

.74 

1.2 

1.43 

2.18 

1.5 

N, N-Diallylaniline 

50 

44 

.72 

1.08 

1.5 

1.74 

4.92 

2.8 


The observed viscosities are higher than those calc\ilated^ especially 
at low temperature ; thereby indicating probable presence of complexes 
between the components of the blends (reference 12). 


Ignition Study of Acid Oxidants at -40^ F 

Early in the investigation a 50 percent by volume blend, of xylidines 
in triethylamine (suggested by reference 13) was found to be fairly fluid 
at -40^ F and ignited reproducibly with concentrated white fuming and 
anhydrous nitric acids. This blend was therefore selected as a refer- 
ence fuel to study the comparative ignitibility at -40^ F of several 
acids. Some of the acids were also investigated with a 50 percent by 
volume blend of N^N-diallylaniline in triethylamine^ inasmuch as refer- 
ence 14 shows N^N-diallylaniline to have desirable ignition character- 
istics. The results of this investigation of acid oxidants are shown 
in table II. 

Acids giving short ignition delays . - As shown in the following 
table ^ a mixed acid, several red fuming nitric acids, and white fuming 
nitric acids containing 2 percent or less water gave short average 
ignition-delay intervals at -40^ F with the two fuels: 
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Acid 

Approximate 
freezing 
temperature 
of acid 

(°F) 

Average ignition-delay interval at -40^ F 
(milliseconds) 

50 percent xylidine 
in triethylamine 

50 percent 
N , N -diallylaniline 
in triethylamine 

MA-2-17 

-68 

28 

27 

RFM-3-16 

-82 

31 

28 

RFWA-3-19 

-87 

31 

26 

(lot a) 




RFM-3-29 

-68 

31 

— 

RFNA-5-35 

— 

34 

51 

NA(anh)-0-3 

-45 

34 

17 

^1^.-2 

-45 

42 

20 


Effect of water in white finning nitric acid . - With white fuming 
nitric acids the average ignition delays of the two fuels increased 
with increase of water in acid as shown hy the following table: 


Acid 

Water in 
acid 
(percent 
"by weight) 

Average ignition-delay interval at -40*^ F 
(milliseconds ) 

50 percent xylidine 
in triethylamine 

50 percent 
N^N-diallylaniline 
in triethylamine 

NA(anh)-0-3 

0.3 

34 

17 

WFNA-2 

1.8 

42 

20 

WFNA-7 

6.8 

114 

No ignition 

WFM-9 

8.7 

No ignition 



Other acids containing 8 percent or more water^ WFWA-8(6-KN03) ^ 
WFNA-9(7-HC104^) ^ and WFNA-ll(4-HC104) ^ did not ignite. Similar trends 
were observed with NA(anh)-0-3, WFNA-2, WFNA-7^ and WFEA-ll(4-HC104) in 
a 50 -pound- thrust rocket chamber (reference 15). 

Effect of ammonium nitrate in white fuming nitric acid . - The 
acids WFNA-2(5-NH4N03) and , prepared by addition of 

5 and 10 percent ammonium nitrate to WFNA-2, were found to ignite 50 per- 
cent xylidine in triethylamine with average delays of two to three times 
those obtained with WFNA-2 alone. 
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Ignition by 'low-freezing acids . - A comparison of average ignition- 
delay intervals at -40° F for several acids freezing below -76° F 
(-60° C) is shown in the following table: 


Acid 

Approximate 
freezing 
temperature 
of acid 
(Of) 

Average ignition-delay interval at -40^ F 
(milliseconds) 

50 percent xylidine 
in triethylamine 

50 percent 
N^N-diallylaniline 
in triethylamine 

RFM-3-19 

-87 

31 

26 

(lot a) 




RFNA-3-16 

-82 

31 

28 

MA-0-29 

-87 

48 

67 

WFNA-9 

-81 

No ignition 

-- 

WFNA-8(6-KN03) 

-96 

No ignition 

-- 

WFNA-9 ( 7 -HCIO4) 

-78 

No ignition 

— 

WFNA-11(4-HC104) 

-91 

No ignition 

r 


Because of low freezing temperature and short average ignition delays, 
acids of the type KFNA-3-19 were used for further ignition experi- 
ments at several temperatures. 


Ignition Study of Fuels at -40° F 

A study was made at -40° F to determine the ignitibility of several 
fuels with representative acids having vigorous and mild ignition 
characteristics, respectively. The fuels were first investigated, with 

(a) mixed acid, inasmuch as references 1 to 3 show that mixed acid has 
desirable low-temperature ignition characteristics, and (b) white fuming 
nitric acid to show their ignitibility with a less vigorous igniting 
acid. The acids MA-3-17 and WFHA-7 were used for most of these experi- 
ments . 

Several of these fuels were also investigated with two acids found 
to have low freezing temperatures (table l); namely, (a) KFWA-3-19, 
freezing at -87° F and showing desirable ignition characteristics, and 

(b) WFNA-9, freezing at -81° F. In preliminary experiments (table II) 
WFM-9 was unsatisfactory as an igniting acid, but it may be a desirable 
propellant on the basis of handling and is representative of white 
fuming acids with freezing temperatures depressed by addition of water. 
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IgnltlMlity of Iplends of aromatic amines in triethylamine . - As 
shown in table with the mixed acid MA-2-17 blends of the aromatic 

amines^ aniline^ N-ethylaniline^ N^E-diethylaniline^ E^E-diallylaniline^ 
o-toluidine^ and xylidines^ respectively, in triethylamine ignited at 
-40° F with most of the average delays between 28 and 48 milliseconds 
and no average greater than 65 milliseconds. With the white fuming 
nitric acid containing 7 percent water (WFNA-7), all the investigated 
blends of aromatic amines in triethylamine (except 50 percent 
N-ethylaniline and 50 percent N,N-diallylaniline, respectively) ignited 
at -40^ F with average delays ranging from 23 to 115 milliseconds. 

Ignition of blends of aromatic amines in triethylamine by low- 
freezing acids . - The investigation with low-freezing red fuming nitric 
acids (EFKA-3-19) and low-freezing white fuming nitric acid (WFM-9) 
at -40^ F (table III) showed that the blends of aromatic amines in 
triethylamine ignited much more satisfactorily with the red fuming 
acid; the average delays with BFEA-3-19 were between 20 and 55 milli- 
seconds, but with WFNA-9 most of the ignitions were sporadic or did not 
occur and the average delays were all greater than 100 milliseconds. 

In these experiments blends of 50 percent aniline and 30 percent 
xylidines, respectively, in triethylamine showed the most consistent 
ignitibility with WFNA-7 and WFNA-9. 

Effect of blending aromatic amines with triethylamine . - Not only 
are blends of aromatic amines with triethylamine more fluid at low tem- 
peratures than the aromatic amines alone (fig. 4), but in the case of 
N-ethylaniline and N,N-diethylaniline the blends tended to show more 
desirable ignition characteristics than either of the parent substances, 
as shown in the following table: 


Fuel 

(percent by volume 
in triethylamine) 

Average ignition-delay interval at -40° F 
(milliseconds) 

MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19 

WFNA-7 

N-ethylaniline 
50 N-ethylaniline 
30 N-ethylaniline 
Triethylamine 

51 

45 

48 

No ignition 

No ignition 
54 
36 
755 

No ignition 
Sporadic 
105 

Sporadic 

N, N-di ethylaniline 
50 N,W-diethylaniline 
30 N,N-diethylaniline 
Triethylamine 

90 

35 

65 

No ignition 

No ignition 
42 
33 
755 

No ignition 
33 
94 

Sporadic 
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Because of freezing temperatures higher than -40^ the ignition 
delays of pure primary aromatic amines were not detemined in this 
investigation^ hut trends may he noted in a comparison of ignition 
delays at -40*^ F of several 30 and 50 percent hlends of aromatic amines 
in triethylamine ^ as shown in the following table: 


Aromatic amine 

Aromatic 
amine in 
triethyl- 
amine 
(percent 
by vol-ume) 

Average 

ignition-delay interval at -40° F 
(milliseconds) 

MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19 

WFNA-7 

WFNA-9 

Aniline 

50 

33 

27 

44 

102 


30 

38 

21 

23 

380 

N-ethylaniline 

50 

45 

54 

Sporadic 

Sporadic 


30 

48 

36 

105 

Sporadic 

N , N-diethylaniline 

50 

35 

42 

33 

Sporadic 


30 

65 

33 

94 

Sporadic 

o-Toluidlne 

50 

36 

27 

42 

Sporadic 


30 

36 

24 

102 

Sporadic 

Xyli dines 

50 

32 

31 

114 

No Ignition 


30 

42 

31 

78 

119 


These data show that at -40*^ F with mixed acid MA-2-17 the 50 percent 
hlends of aromatic amines in triethylamine gave shorter average ignition 
delays^ hut with low-freezing red fuming nitric acid RFNA-3-19 the 
more fluid 30 percent hlends gave shorter delays. No significant trendy 
however, was found with acids WFNA-7 and WFNA-9. 

Fuels causing explosions . - Three other fuels showed short ignition 
delays at -40^ F with nitric acids containing 2 percent or less water, 
hut because they damaged the equipment with vigorous explosions, no 
further investigation was undertaken with this apparatus. These fuels 
were hlends of 70 percent furfuryl alcohol plus 30 percent aniline 
(poor fluid characteristics), 56 percent furfuryl alcohol plus 24 per- 
cent aniline plus 20 percent methanol, and a-furfuryl mercaptan. The 
a- furfuryl mercaptan has shown satisfactory ignition with NA(anh)-0-3 
and WFNA-2 at -40° F in a 50-pound-thrust rocket chamber (reference 15). 
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IgnitiMlity of Blends of Aromatic Amines in Triethylamine 
with Red Filming Nitric Acid Within Temperature 
Range 70° to -105° F 

Ignition-delay characteristics of several blends of aromatic amines 
in triethylamine (table III) having viscosities less than 10 centistokes 
at -40° F were investigated with low-freezing red fimiing nitric acid 
(RFNA-3-19) at several temperatures from 70° to -105° F and these data 
are shown in table IV. The reference fuel, a 50 percent blend of 
xylidines in triethylamine, was also investigated at several tempera- 
tures . 

Effect of blending . - At several temperatures with RFNA-3-19 the 
30 percent blends of several aromatic amines in triethylamine tended to 
give shorter ignition-delay intervals than the 50 percent blends, as 
shown in the following table: 


Aromatic amine 

Aromatic 
amine in 
triethyl- 
amine 
(percent 
hy volume) 

Average ignition- delay interval 
(milliseconds) 

70° F 

O 

o 

1 

o 

CD 

1 

-105° F 

Xylidines 

50 

27 

31 

56 



30 

19 

31 

49 

No ignition 

N-ethylaniline 

50 

35 

54 

74 

875 


30 

26 

36 

61 

664 

N^N-diethylaniline 

50 

36 

42 

70 

No Ignition 


30 

24 

33 

160 

No ignition 


As has been previously noted, the same trend was shown for blends 
of other aromatic amines in triethylamine with RFNA-3-19 at -40° F. 

The better ignitibility of the 30 percent blends is a practical advan- 
tage because these mixtures also have lower viscosities than the corre- 
sponding 50 percent blends (fig. 4). 

Comparison of 30 percent blends of primary and secondary aromatic 
amines in triethylamine . - Because of the lower viscosities of the 
30 percent blends, more of these blends were investigated. A comparison 
of the ignition delays of several 30 percent aromatic blends in tri- 
ethylamine with RFNA-3-19 at several temperatiires indicates that the 
30 percent primary amine blends tend to ignite more readily than the 
30 percent secondary and tertiary amine blends, as shown in the follow- 
ing table: 
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Aromatic amine ^ 

30 percent by volume 
in triethylamine 

Average ignition delay with RFNA-3-19 
(milliseconds) 

o 

o 

-40° F 

-76° F 

-87° F 

-105° F 

Primary 






o-Toluidine 

19 

24 

38 

61 

210 

Aniline 

21 

21 

37 

108 

>1000 

Xylidines 

19 

31 

49 

148 

No ignition 

Secondary and tertiary 






N-ethylaniline 

26 

36 

61 

— 

664 

N,N-diethylaniline 

24 

33 

160 

— 

No ignition 


Of the fuels investigated^ the "blend of 30 percent £-toluidine in tri- 
ethylamine appeared to have the most desirable ignition characteristics 
at low temperatures. (The data obtained at -105^ F were with super- 
cooled acid. ) 

Sensitivity of a blend of N^R-diallylaniline in triethylamine to 
temperature and water in acid . - The ignition of a blend of 50 percent 
N^N-diallylaniline plus 50 percent triethylamine appeared to be variable 
and sensitive to temperatures (table IV ) as well as to water content of 
acid (table II) . Temperature sensitivity of this blend^ however^ was 
less pronounced when its ignition was investigated with red fuming 
nitric acid containing 3.5 percent water and 16.0 percent nitrogen 
tetroxide in a 50-pound-thrust rocket chamber (reference 15)^ wherein 
it was found to ignite satisfactorily from 110^ to -95° F. 


Blends of Aromatic Amines plus a-Furfuryl Mercaptan 

Experiments with blends of aromatic amines plus a-furfuryl mercap- 
tan (table IV) were discontinued because of inconsistent results 
probably caused by chemical changes which were noticeable after the 
mixtures stood several days. 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS 

An investigation was made of the fluid properties and ignition- 
delay characteristics of approximately 90 fuel-oxidant combinations 
at -40^ F and some of these combinations were investigated at several 
other temperatures within the range 70° to -105° F; the following 
results were obtained: 
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1. Several acids were determined to have freezing temperatures less 
than -76^ F. Of these acids ^ the red fuming nitric acids containing 
approximately 3 percent water and 16 and 19 percent nitrogen tetroxide 
gave satisfactory ignition with several fuels at -40° F. 

2. Kinematic viscosities of aromatic amines were reduced by blend- 
ing 50 and 30 percent by volume aromatic amine in triethylamine . Eight 
such blends had kinematic viscosities less than 10 centistokes at -40° F 
and less than 500 centistokes at -105° F. The blends were apparently 
nonideal solutions. 

3. At -40° F^ 11 blends of 30 and 50 percent aromatic amines^ 
respectively^ in triethylamine were found to give generally satisfactory 
ignition with mixed acid containing 2 percent water and 17 percent 
sulfuric acid and low-freezing red fuming nitric acid containing 3 per- 
cent water and 19 percent nitrogen tetroxide (average ignition-delay 
intervals from 20 to 65 milliseconds). All but two of these blends 
ignited with white fuming nitric acid containing 7 percent water with 
average delays varying from 23 to 115 milliseconds^ but generally 
sporadic ignition was obtained with low-freezing white finning nitric 
acid containing 9 percent water. 

4. With mixed acid^ red fuming nitric acid^ and white fuming nitric 
acid at -40° F; blends of 50 and 30 percent by volume of N-ethylaniline 
and N,N-diethylaniline^ respectively^ in triethylamine gave shorter 
average ignition delays than the unblended parent components. 

I 

5. Comparisons of blends, respectively, of 50 and 30 percent by 
volume aroniatic amines in triethylamine showed that the 50 percent 
blends gave shorter ignition-delay intervals with mixed acid (2 percent 
water and 17 percent sulfuric acid) at -40° F, but with red fuming 
nitric acid (approximately 3 percent water and 19 percent nitrogen 
tetroxide) the more fluid 30 percent blends gave shorter delay intervals 
at temperatures of 70°, -40°, and -76° F. 

6. Low-freezing red fuming nitric acid (approximately 3 percent 
water and 19 percent nitrogen tetroxide) gave the following average 
ignition delays with 30 percent by volume blends of aromatic amines 
in triethylamine (the acid had an approximate freezing temperature 
of -87° F and was supercooled at -105° F) . 
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Aromatic amine, 

30 percent by volume 
in triethylamine 

Average ignition delay 
(milliseconds) 

70° F 

-40° F 

-760 F 

-87° F 

-105° F 

Primary 






o-Toluidine 

19 

24 

38 

61 

210 

Aniline 

21 

21 

37 

108 

>1000 

Xylidines 

19 

31 

49 

148 

No ignition 

Secondary and tertiary 






N - e thy Ian i 1 ine 

26 

36 

61 

— 

664 

N^N-diethylaniline 

24 

33 

160 

“ “ “ 

No ignition 
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National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics 
Cleveland, Ohio 


REFERENCES 

1. Ladanyi, Dezso J. , Sloop, John L. , Htunphrey, Jack C., and Morrell, 

Gerald: Starting of Rocket Engine at Conditions of Simulated Alti- 

tude Using Crude Monoethylaniline and Other Fuels with Mixed Acid. 
NACA RM E50D20, 1950. 

2. Miller, Riley 0.: Low-Temperature Ignition-Delay Characteristics of 

Several Rocket Fuels with Mixed Acids in Modified Open-Cup-Type 
Apparatus. NACA RM E50H16, 1950. 

3. Miller, R. J. : Liquid Rocket Fuels Summary Report 1949-1950. Calif. 

Res. Corp. (Subsidiary of Standard Oil Co.), Oct. 31, 1950. 
(Contract NOa(s) 10785.) 

4. Goldthwaite, 0. H. , McDonald, A., and Grundy, R.: Development of 

Prototype System for Shipboard Storage and Handling of Liquid 
Propellants for Guided Missiles, Mixed Acid. Rep. S-2015-21, 
Shipbuilding Div. , Bethlehem Steel Co., Oct. 15, 1950. (Contract 
NOb s 45349, Task Order III, with Navy Dept., Bur. Ships.) 

5. Anon.: Air Force-Na-vy Military Specification Fuel; Aircraft 

Reciprocating Engine, MIL-F-5572, Jan. 26, 1950. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


18 


COKFIDENTIAL 


MCA EM E51J11 


6 . Anon.: Army-Navy-Air Force Military Specification Fuel; Aircraft 

Turtine and Jet Engine ; Grades JP-3 and JP-4; MIL-F-5624A; May 23; 
1951. 

7. Bartlett; P. M. : Ee commended Upper Air Standard Temperatures for 

Aeronautical Use. Power Plant Memo. No. 26; Navy Dept.; Bur. 

Aero. 

8 . Warner; B. F. : Studies in Self-igniting Liquid Propellants. Part II. 

Ignition Delays of Propellants Based on Nitric Acid-aniline. Eep. 
No. 201 /e/ 47; Chem. Ees. & Development Dept.; British M.O.S.; 

Nov. 1946. 

9. Anon.: Air Force-Navy Aeronautical Specification Acid; NitriC; 

White Fuming; No. 14104; March 15; 1948. 

10. Anon.: Federal Specification LuhricantS; Liquid FuelS; and Delated 

Products; Methods of Inspection; Sampling; and Testing. Method 
30.5.1; B; W-L-791d; Nov. 15; 1948. (Available from Supt. of 
Documents . ) 

11. Sanderson; E. T. : The Evaluation of Viscosity-Temperature Charac- 

teristics of Hydrocarbons. Paper presented before the Petroleum 
Div.; Am. Chem. Soc. Ann. meeting (Atlantic City); April 14-18; 
1947; p. 37. 

12. Glasstone; Samuel: Text-Book of Physical Chemistry. D. Van 

Nostrand Co.; Inc. (New York); 2d printing; 1941. 

13. Fuchs: Die Amine als Eaketentreibstoffe. EE Bericht Nr. 135; BMW- 

Flugmotorenbau G.m.b.H. ; Berlin-SpandaU; Jan. 1; 1943. 

14. Condit; P. C.: Liquid Eocket Fuels. Final Eep. 1948-1949; Calif. 

Ees. Corp. (Subsidiary of Standard Oil Co.); Oct. 31; 1949. 
(Contract NOa(s) 9947 with Navy.) 

15. Ladanyi; Dezso J. : Ignition Delay Experiments with Small-Scale 

Eocket Engine at Simulated Altitude Conditions Using Various 
Fuels with Nitric Acid Oxidants. MCA EM E51J01; 1951. 

16. Carpenter; Clifford D. ; and Lehrman; Alexander: The Solid-Liquid 

Temperature Delation in the Ternary System H 2 SO 4 -HNO 3 -H 2 O and 
Its Delation to the Ternary System N 2 O 5 -H 2 O-SO 3 . Trans. Am. Inst. 
Chem. Eng.; vol. 17; pt. 1; 1925; pp. 35-73. 

17. Anon.: International Critical Tables. McGraw-Hill Book Co. (New 

York); vol. III^ 1928; and vol. IV; 1930. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


2361 


CONFIDENTIAL 


2361 


TABLE I - DESCRIPTION OP ACIDS USED IN IGNITION EXPERIMENTS 


Composition 
(percent by weight) 


Code designation 

Approximate 

Nitric 

Sulfuric 

Nitrogen 

Water, H 2 O 


Other 

Remarks 


freezing 

temperature 

(°P) 

acid 

HNO 3 

acid 

H 2 SO 4 

tetroxide 

N 2 O 4 

(by differ- 
ence) 




Mixed acids 









MA-5-15 



80.0 

15.3 



4.7 



Prepared from chemically pure white fuming nitric 









acid and oleum (reference 2 ). 

MA-2-17 

-68 

81.3 

17.1 

— 

1.6 



Prepared from commercial white fuming nitric acid 









(received from manufacturer In glass bottles) 
and chemically pure oleum. 

MA-4-17 



79.4 

16.7 

— 

3.9 



A commercial mixed acid supplied by Bureau of 









Aeronautics, Department of the Navy (refer- 
ence 2 ) . 

MA-0-29 

-87® 

71.0 

29.0 

— 

__ — 



Prepared from commercial white fuming nitric acid 









(aluminum drum) and chemically pure oleum. 
Composition calculated. 

Red fuming nitric acids 









RPNA-3-16 

-82 

80.8 



15.8 

3.4 



Prepared by mixing commercial white fuming nitric 









acid (aluminum drum) and chemically pure red 
fuming nitric acid. 

RFNA-3-19(lot a) 

-87 

78.0 



19.0 

3.0 



Prepared by mixing commercial anhydrous nitric acid 








(aluminum drum) and chemically pure red fuming 
nitric acid. 


(lot b) 

-87 

78.5 

— 

18.8 

2.7 



Prepared In same manner as lot a. 

(lot c) 

-87 

78.8 



19.0 

2.2 



Prepared by slow addition of water to chemically 









pure anhydrous red fuming nitric acid at low 
temperature . 

RFNA-3-29 

-68 

67.6 



29.2 

3.2 



A chemically pure red fuming nitric acid. 

RFNA-5-35 

— 

60.1 

— 

34.7 

5.2 



A chemically pure red fuming nitric acid. 

VHilte fuming nitric acids 









NA(anh)-0-3 

-45 

97.1 



2.6 

0.3 



A commercial acid supplied In an aluminum drum, but 








stored in pyrex glass shortly after receipt. 

WFNA-2 

-45 

97.7 



0.5 

1.8 



A commercial acid supplied and stored in an aluminum 









drum. 

WFNA-7 

-69 

93.0 



0.2 

6.8 



A chemically pure acid stored about 2 years In soft 









glass bottles. 

WFNA-9 

-81 

91.1 



0.2 

8.7 



Prepared by slow addition of water to WFNA-7 at 








-40° F. Composition calculated. 

Acids containing nitrate salts 









WFNA-2 ( 5 -NH 4 NO 3 ) 

-54 

92.8 



0.5 

1.7 

5.0 

ammonium nitrate 

Prepared by dissolving ammonium nitrate In WFNA-2. 








Composition calculated. 

WFNA-2(10-NH4N03) 

-23^' 

87.9 

— 

0.5 

1.6 

10.0 

ammonium nitrate 

Prepared as above. Composition calculated. 

WFNA- 8 ( 6 -KN 03 ) 

-96 

85.9 


0.4 

7.7 

6.0 potassium nitrate 

Prepared by addition of potassium nitrate and water 









to commercial white fuming nitric acid. Com- 
position calculated. 

Acids containing perchloric acid 









WFNA-9(7-HC10j 

-78 

83.9 



0.4° 

9.0 

6.7 

perchloric acid 

Prepared by addition of 70 percent perchloric acid 

\ 4 / 








and water to commercial white fuming nitric acid. 
Composition calculated. 

WFNA-11(4-HC10^) 

-91 

85.0 

— 

0.4° 

10.5 

4.1 

perchloric acid 

Prepared as above. Composition calculated. 


^Data of reference 16. 

^Greater portion of solids melted as temperature Increased to -61° F. 

^Colorless solution indicates nitrogen tetroxide - nitrogen dioxide not present In free state. 
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TABLE II - IGNITION STUDY AT -40^ F OF SEVERAL NITRIC ACID OXIDANTS WITH TWO 50-50 (BY VOLUME) 

BLENDS OF AROMATIC AMINE PLUS TRIETHYLAMINE 


[dAA, N,N-diallylanlline; Tf, approximate freezing temperature, *^F.] 



Acid oxidant 

(composition, percent by weight) 


Fuel in 
triethylamine 
(50 percent 
by volume) 


Mixed acids 


Number 

of 

trials 


10 


Mf-2-17 (Tf, - 68 ° F) 

81.3 HNO 3 -I 7 .I HgSO^-L.e HgO 

MA-0-29 (T^, -87° F)^ 

70.7 HNO 3 - 29.3 H 2 S 04 '^ 


Xylidines 

DAA 


3 

4 


Xylidines 

DAA 


4 

3 


Red fuming nitric acids 


RFNA-3-16 (Tj, -82° F) 

80.8 HNO 3 -I 5.8 N 2 O 4 - 3.4 H 2 O 

RFNA-3-19 (lot a)(Tf, -87° F) 

78.0 HNO 3 -I 9 .O N 2 O 4 - 3 .O H 2 O 

RFNA-3-29 (Tf, - 68 ° F) 

67.6 HNO 3 - 29.2 N 2 O 4 - 3.2 H 2 O 

RFNA-5-35 

60.1 HNO 3 - 34.7 N 2 O 4 - 5.2 H 2 O 


Xylidines 

DAA 

Xylidines 

DAA 


Xylidines 


Xylidines 

DAA 


4 

4 

5 
4 

3 


4 

4 


Ignition-delay interval at -40O F 
' (milliseconds) 

[Data point represents average] 


20 40 60 100 200 400 600 1000 
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10 20 40 60 1 00 200 400 600 1000 


White fuming nitric acids 

NA(anh)-0-3 (T^, -45° P) 

97.1 HNO3-2.6 N204^-0,3 H2O 

WFNA -2 (Tf, - 45 ° P) 

97.7 HNO3-O.5 N2O4-I.8 H2O 

WPNA -7 (Tf, - 69 ° P) 

93.0 HNO 3 -O .2 NgO^- 6.8 HgO 

WPNA-9 (Tf, -81° P) 

91.1 HNO3-O.2 N2O4-8.7 H20*^ 


Special acids 

WPNA-2(5-NH4N03) (Tf, -54° P) 

92.8 HNO 3 - 5 .O NH 4 NO 3 
-0.5 N 2 O 4 -I .7 H20b 

WPNA-2(10-NH4N03) (Tf, -23° P) 

87.9 HNO 3 -IO.O NH 4 NO 3 
-0.5 N 2 O 4 -I .6 H 20*5 

WPNA-8(6-KN03> (Tf, -96° p) 

85.9 HNO 3 - 6 .O KNO 3 
-7.7 H 2 O-O .4 N 2 O 4 

WPNA-9 ( 7 -HCIO 4 ) (Tf, -78° P) 

83.9 HNO 3 - 6.7 HCIO 4 - 9 .O H 20 ^ 

WPNA-11(4-HC104) (Tf, -91° P) 
85.0 HNO 3 - 4 .I HClO^-10.5 


Xyli dines 
DAA 


Xylidines 

DAA 


Xylidines 

DAA 


Xylidines 


Xylidines 


Xylidines 


Xylidines 


Xylidines 


Xylidines 


10 

4 


6 ^ 

6 


^Data from reference 16. 

^Calculated approximate composition. 
^Ignition delays from electronic timer only. 


-(Weak) 


No ignition 


No ignition 


No ignition— ► 


No ignition—^ 


No ignition- 
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TABLE III - IGNITION STUDY AT -40° F OF VARIOUS FUELS WITH SEVERAL NITRIC ACID OXIDANTS 

[Symbols for acid oxidants are designated in table I; if, kinematic viscosity of fuel 

at -40® F, centlstokes.] 


Fuel 

(percent by volume) 


Acid 

oxidant 


Number 
of trials 


10 


Ignltlon-delay Interval at -40^ F 
(milliseconds) 

DData point represents average] 

20 40 60 100 200 400 600 1000 


Aromatic and aliphatic amines 

50-anillne - 50-trlethylamlne 
(k, 30.1) 


30-Anlllne - 70-Trlethylamlne 
{v, 8.45) 


N-Ethylanlllne 
{p, 44) 

50-N-Ethylanillne - 50-Trlethylamlne 
(i/, 7.39) 


30-N-Ethylanlllne - 70-Trlethylamlne 
(k, 3.40) 


N,N-Dlethylaniline 
(i/, 37.5) 

50-N,N-Dlethylanlllne - 50-Trlethyl amine 
{v, 3.75) 


30-N,N-Dlethylanlllne - 70-Trlethylamlne 
{v, 2.18) 


50-N,N-Dlallylanlllne - 50-Trlethylamlne 
( 4.92) 

50-0-Toluldlne - 50-Trlethyl amine 
{v, 19.8) 


30-o-Toluldlne - 70-Trlethylamlne 
(v, 5.69) 


MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19(lot c) 

WFNA-7 

WFNA-9 


MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19(lot a) 

WFNA-7 

WFNA-9 


MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19(lot c) 
WFNA-7 


MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19(lot a) 

WFNA-7 

WFNA-9 


MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19(lot a) 

WFNA-7 

WFNA-9 


MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19(lot a) 
WFNA-7 


MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19(lot c) 

WFNA-7 

WFNA-9 


MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19(lot c) 

WFNA-7 

WFNA-9 


MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19(lot a) 
WFNA-7 


MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19(lot c) 

WFNA-7 

WFNA-9 


MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19(lot a) 

WFNA-7 

WFNA-9 


ea 

2 

2 


D 

-O- 


-O- 


O 


-O- 


( Weak I 


(3 of 4 Ignited) 


O 
-<> 


o- 


-o- 


> 


No Ignltlon- 
No Ignltlon- 


(l of 4 Ignited)* 


(3 of 4 Ignited) 


No Ignition- 
No Ignition- 


(1 of 4 ignited) 


(1 of 4 ignited) 


No Ignition—^ 


(3 of 4 ignited) 


(3 of 4 Ignited) 

I I I I 1^ 


ro 
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MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19(lot b) 

WFNA-7 

WFNA-9 

6 

5 

8 

2 


c 








1 

- 0 — (Wej 

Ik) 

N( 

0 1 

•gr 

111 

bl 

on 

i! ^ 

MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19(lot a) 

WFNA-7 

WFNA-9 

4 

7 

4 

4 




>- 







) 

Lk) 










pc. 

> 











MA-2-17 

WFNA-7 

8 ^ 

2 












N( 

3 1 

■gr 

111 

bi 
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L ^ 

1 







u 



MA-2-17 

RFNA-3-19(lot c) 
WFNA-7 
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( 

L of 

N 

1 

2 i 

0 J 

1 _J 

Lgnltj 

1 LJ/^ 

.or 

1 — 

1 ^ rn 

gnited 

)- 

I! 

MA-2-17 

WFNA-7 

4a 

2 













1 

Lor 

1 — » 





0 

N 

0 ; 

1 -gi 

1 1 
al 

tJ 

MA-5-15 

NA(anh)-0-3 

WFNA-7 

7 a 

7 a 

8 a 











(7 

of 

8 

ig 

;nj 

Lt 

ed 

) 



j 













of 2 Ignited 

)— 

MA-2-17 

WFNA-7 

2 a 

2 











(1 






1 1 

No j 

1 1 1 1 r 

Lgnitior 

1 — ► 

MA-2-17 

4 a 












1 1 

No ^ 

1 1 1 II 1 

Ignition—^ 

MA-4-17 

WFNA-2 

8 a 

loa 


-O 










1 











or lu ignitea; 

MA-2-17 

4 a 










(3 of 4 Ignited) - 











MA-2-17 

WFNA-7 

4 a 

2 







c 






0 : 

Ig: 

nl 

t: 

Loi 

1— » 

MA-2-17 

2 












No 

1 I 1 1 1 1 
ignition— ► 

MA-2-17 

WFNA-7 

4^ 

4 













r 1 III . 



— 1 w 
No : 

1 

ignition—^ 

L i 1 1 1 1 

MA-2-17 
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(*/, 51) 

Tetrahydrofuran 

3-Mercapto -1 -Propanol 
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TABLE IV - STUDY AT SEVERAL TEMPERATURES OF VISCOSITIES AND IGNITION OF VARIOUS FUEL BLENDS WITH LOW-FREEZING RED FUMING NITRIC 

ACIDS CONTAINING APPROXIMATELY 3 PERCENT WATER AND 19 PERCENT NITROGEN TETROXIDE 

[All ignition data are with RFNA-3-19 ( lot a) except as noted and all acids had freezing temperature of approximately 

-87° F and were supercooled at -105° F.] 


Fuel 

(percent by volume) 


Temperature 

(°F) 


Fuel 

kinematic 
viscosity 
(centlstokes) 
(fig. 4) 


Number 
of trials 


Ignition-delay Interval at -40° F 
(milliseconds) 

DOata point represents average] 
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Primary aromatic amines in triethylamlne 
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45.0 

95.0 
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34.0 
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Secondary and tertiary aromatic amines in 
triethylamine 

50-N-Ethylaniline 


30-N-Ethylaniline 


50-N,N-Diethylaniline 


30-N,N-Diethylaniline 


50-N, N-Diallylaniline 
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1.08 
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7.4 
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14.0 
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0.98 
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0.74 
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4.9 

14.0 

21.0 
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(7 of 10 ignited). 
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^RFNA-3-19 (lot b) used to determine ignition 


delays . 
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Experiment 
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(a) Light-emission records. 
A B C 
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Figure 2. - Oscillograph records of light emission and sound fix)m ignition of a hlend of 
30 percent aniline plus 70 percent triethylamine with RBlfA-3-19 (lot a) at -76° F. 
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A B C 



(a) Light -emission records. 




(b) Sound records. 

Figure 3. - Oscillograph records of light emission and sound from ignition of a blend of 
30 percent xylidine plus 70 percent triethylamlne with RFNA-3-19 (lot a) at -87° F. 



C- 28494 


COKFIDENTIAL MCA BM E51J11 



Kinematic viscosity, -p , centistokes 


T 


NACA EM E51J11 


COKFZDMTIAL 


29 


10,000 



Aromatic amine 
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in trlethylamlne) 
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(a) Primary amines. 

Figure 4. - Kinematic viscosities of aromatic amines, trlethylamlne, 
and blends of aromatic amines in trlethylamlne as functions of 
temperature. (Coordinate scales similar to those recommended by 
A.S.T.M.; see reference 11.) 
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(b) Secondary and tertiary amines. 

Figure 4. - Concluded. Kinematic viscosities of aromatic amines, trl- 
ethylamlne, and blends of aromatic amines in trlethylamlne as func- 
tions of temperature. (Coordinate scales similar to those recom- 
mended by A.S.T.M.; see reference 11.) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NACA-Langley - 12-20-51 - S60 













SECURITV INIFORIVIAXIOKI 

UNCLASSlflED. 



UNCLASSIFIED 


